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president, research and development at
Neurocrine Biosciences.
Garrett E. DeGraff ’71 of Averill, N.Y., is a partner
and chair of the public finance practice area in the
law firm of Hiscock & Barclay LLP.
Rosezina Bard ’71 of Flint, Mich., retired from the
U.S. Postal Service in April of 2004 after 30 years
and six months of service, including 16 years as
postmaster.  She is currently attending University
of Michigan-Flint as a full-time graduate student
working toward a master’s degree in education
with early childhood specialization and ZA
endorsement.  She is the spring 2006 recipient of
the Dean’s Graduate Student Scholarship, and
hopes to begin teaching in September.
Linda Provo ’71 Fulton and her husband have
relocated from Texas to his family’s farm in
Aberdeen, Ohio.  She serves as director of music at
Ripley First Presbyterian Church, teaches piano
students, and does substitute teaching in area
public schools.
Richard Lowing ’71 of Glendale, Ariz., has served
for 30 years as a representative for Church Mutual
Insurance Co., with exclusive ownership of prop-
erty and casualty coverage in the states of Arizona
and Nevada.  He has seven children and four
grandchildren.
Patricia Machiela ’71 Mack of Valparaiso, Ind.,
has retired from Valparaiso High School and now
teaches mathematics part-time at Valparaiso
University.
Ross Mack ’71 of Valparaiso, Ind., teaches
mechanical engineering at Valparaiso University.
Sue Acus ’71 Miller of Richmond, Ind., was hired
to be music librarian for the Richmond Symphony
Orchestra last fall.  She continues playing her
French horn in the Civic Theater’s orchestra pit,
and thanks Professors Cecil and Ritsema for their
encouragement while she attended Hope.
Peter ’t Hoen ’71 is the originator of “Hour of
Inspiration,” a positive biblical outreach in the
Netherlands toward seekers who have left the
church.  He retired as an army chaplain in January
of 2004.
Frank “Butch” Lievense ’72 of Holland, Mich., is
the sales manager of South Haven (Mich.)
Insurance Services.  He has spent 22 years in the
insurance business.
Peter Semeyn ’73 of Traverse City, Mich., is chap-
lain, assistant boys basketball coach, and junior
varsity girls basketball coach at Traverse City St.

Francis School while he continues as senior pastor
at Faith Reformed Church.
Dick Van Dop ’73 of Marne, Mich., retired after
almost 28 years of service as a special agent with
the IRS Criminal Investigation in November of
2001, upon being activated by the Navy Reserve.
He spent eight months in 2003 as U.S. Northern
Command’s liaison to FBI Headquarters.  In May
of 2005 the Navy promoted him to the rank of
captain while he was serving as executive officer of
a joint-service reserve unit at Selfridge Air
National Guard Base in Mt. Clemens, Mich.  He
currently serves in a reserve capacity at Naval
Station Great Lakes, coordinating recruiting, man-
power, and mobilization readiness.  He is actively
involved in a new church plant, Beacon Hill
Community Church, on the near northwest side of
Grand Rapids, Mich.
Chad Busk ’74 of Rockford, Mich., is a 26-year
veteran of the Meijer Inc. legal department, where
he is now assistant general counsel.  He practices
general commercial law with emphasis on con-
tracts/Uniform Commercial Code issues,
creditors’ rights, information technology and the
Internet, equipment leasing, transportation, and
marketing/corporate development.  He also
writes a blog.
Phyllis Kallemyn ’74 McConkie of Blanchard,
Mich., is controller and director of business ser-
vices at Alma College.
Anthony “Mark” McLean ’74 of Paris, France,
continues as marketing and corporate communica-
tions director of NEXO SA.  The company,
publicly traded on the Paris Bourse, manufactures
and globally distributes professional performance
loudspeaker systems.  He and his wife have lived
in central Paris since 2003, and their son recently
graduated from college.
Roxanne Vanderveer ’74 of Traverse City, Mich.,
has been a social worker in adult services for 30
years in the State of Michigan Department of
Human Services.
Edward R. Chavez ’75 of Wheaton, Ill., is a clinical
instructor for the dental hygiene program at the
College of DuPage in Glen Ellyn, Ill.
Mark van Voorst ’75 of Howell, N.J., has been
given the Community Service Award for Dynamic
Leadership by the Wall Street Charity Fund of
New York.  It is given annually to individuals for
distinguished achievement in community service.
He is president and CEO of the New York-based

Lifespire, a non-profit corporation dedicated to
caring for severely handicapped persons.  It is the
third largest operation of its type in New York,
and its staff of 1,500 cares for more than 5,000
persons daily.  Mark and his wife have one grown
daughter.  He is the son of Bruce van Voorst ’54 of
Arlington, Va.  
Dirk Bloemendaal ’76 of Holland, Mich., heads up
State Government Affairs for Alticor, parent
company of Amway, Quixtar and Access Business
Group.  He has been advocating before state legis-
latures around the country for the past 22 years for
the company.  He reports that when he is not using
skills he learned at Hope and law school, he is with
his wife and two sons, enjoying the life that the
Lord has given them.
Jerrianna van Gessel ’76 Boer of Modesto, Calif.,
is principal of a K-8 school in central California.
She also teaches part-time at California State
University, Stanislaus and trains teachers across
the state in English language arts curriculum.
Robert W. Depke II ’76 of Grayslake, Ill, obtained
a teaching certificate and is now an information
specialist at an intermediate school in Grayslake.
He had previously served for 20 years as an infor-
mation specialist in management consulting.
Pat Russell ’76 Dignum of Cedar Springs, Mich., is
the Michigan State University Montcalm
Extension 4-H Educator.
Nancy McCallum ’76 Foreman of Ottawa,
Ontario, is senior communications officer for the
National Research Council Canada – Canada
Institute for Scientific and Technical Information.
Lorma Williams ’76 Freestone of Holland, Mich.,
is exhibit coordinator for the Holland Area Arts
Council.  In December she set up an exhibit of
unique puppets spanning the centuries and all
corners of the world, including several by her late
brother, puppeteer Brad Williams ’73.
Robert Klomparens ’76 of Midland, Mich., has
been an orthodontist in private practice for 25
years.  He has four children, including Dan, who
will attend Hope, and one granddaughter.  He and
his wife recently purchased a house on Lake
Macatawa, where they will eventually retire.
Susan Northuis ’76 Liang of Holland, Mich., is
working for the Allegan County Intermediate
School District as the lead teacher with the
Wayland Young Adult Program.
Richard Moritz ’76 of East Grand Rapids, Mich.,
reports that he has had the opportunity to play

tennis with Hope classmate Rico Martinus ’76 for
the past 15 years, and notes that Rico has not
beaten him since 2001.
Christopher Ramsden ’76 is east regional sales
manager for IPC Command Systems Inc.  He
reports that after three years in Florida, he has relo-
cated to Savannah, Ga.; five hurricanes was his
limit.  He also notes that descriptions of Savannah
in the novel Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil
are accurate.
Michael S. VandenBerg ’76 of Grand Haven,
Mich., is the new executive director of Good
Samaritan Ministries in Holland, Mich.  He has
pastored churches for the past 27 years, most
recently at First Reformed Church of Grand
Haven.
Barbara L. Wrigley ’76 of Alexandria, Va., has
been named the 2006 “Women in Business
Champion of the Year” by the Washington
Metropolitan Area District Office of the U.S. Small
Business Administration. She is executive director
of the Women’s Business Center of Northern
Virginia.
Stephen Van Wylen ’77 of Holland, Mich., has
been appointed medical director of surgical ser-
vices at Holland Hospital.
Kim Zimmer ’77 of Montclair, N.J., won her fourth
Emmy Award on Friday, April 28, for her long-
time role as Reva Shayne Lewis on CBS’s Guiding
Light.  She will return to West Michigan this
summer to play Mama Rose in Gypsy, July 25-Aug.
6, at Augusta’s Barn Theatre.
Mike Drahos ’78 of Sherburne, N.Y., will become
superintendent of the Morrisville-Eaton Central
School District on Saturday, July 1.  It is a rural dis-
trict with 900 students located about 45 minutes
southeast of Syracuse, N.Y.  He is currently the sec-
ondary principal of Madison Central School.  He
notes that Jim Stokes ’80, a district school board
member, and his sister, Marianne Stokes ’73
Kincaid, were involved in the interview process.
Becky Eldrenkamp ’78 Ganis recently graduated
from law school (please see “Advanced Degrees”),
where she was a member of the Law Review.  She
lives in Cincinnati, Ohio, with her two children.
Brian Stauffer ’78 of Holland, Mich., was one of
five members inducted into the first-ever Holland
Township Recreation Hall of Fame in Holland
during a ceremony last September.  He was recog-
nized for his role in starting the 20-year-old Lake
Macatawa Triathlon, and for winning five of them,

CD remembers career
A return to West

Michigan by an alumna
early in her career has
become part of a tribute
in remembrance of her
four decades later.

Sakiko Kanamori (Mook) ’63 died in
August 2004. Her husband and their two
sons have just brought out a CD in her
memory that features performances she
gave around the
world, including in
Hope’s hometown
of Holland.

Sakiko came to
Hope from Japan in
1959. She intended
to major in social
science, but according to a local newspa-
per account was “discovered singing in a
corridor in the music building.” She
joined the Chapel Choir, studied voice
with Norma Hark Baughman, audi-
tioned for the Metropolitan Opera
during her junior year, and was chosen
Homecoming Queen as a senior. With
her Hope degree in hand, she started at
the Juilliard School of Music in 1963.

After completing her M.Sc., she
entered the Metropolitan Opera audi-
tions. She won the Eastern regional
competition and then went on to share

first prize in the National finals. She was
the first National Council winner from
East Asia.

While at Juilliard, Sakiko returned to
Hope for a recital accompanied by
Anthony Kooiker of the music faculty. A
review in The Holland Evening Sentinel
praised her performance: “She will cer-
tainly be heard from again and we are
certain she will go high in the musical
world. We in Holland where she got her
start are already proud of her today and
are certain to be even more so in future.”
Five of the selections from the recital are
included on the CD.

Sakiko’s international career took her
to Germany, where, between 1969 and
1981, she appeared in lead roles in more
than 400 opera performances. She also
had an active concert career with a focus
on German lieder, as well as on 19th-20th
century French chansons and 20th
century American songs.

In 1964, she married Byron Mook, an
Oberlin graduate and a specialist in agri-
cultural development. Between opera
and concert performances, they had one
son and she commuted to India, Sri
Lanka, and Sudan (where they lived for
one year and she learned Arabic). They
then settled in the Netherlands and had
another son. Barry and Dennis are now
both medical doctors.

The CD contains selections from
recital and opera performances and
rehearsals at Hope, at Juilliard, and in

Europe. Byron “discovered” the tape of
the 1965 Hope recital in the Joint
Archives of Holland, which now has a
copy of the CD. Copies are also available
from him (www.sakiko.org).

Byron, Barry, and Dennis plan to estab-
lish a small endowment at Hope in
Sakiko’s memory. Proceeds will be used

each year to support promising Hope
voice students as they take their first steps
outside the college on their ways to pro-
fessional singing careers. Sakiko always
remembered her first public recital, at the
St. Cecilia Society in Grand Rapids, and
her first public orchestra concert, with the
Battle Creek Symphony.

Sakiko Kanamori ’63 Mook, shown in traditional clothing from her native Japan,
began her musical training at Hope and went on to international acclaim as an
opera singer.  A CD produced in her memory collects performances from around
the world including, fittingly, portions of a concert in Holland.
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